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COMMON SENSE BOATING

* No matter what your speed, always trav-
el in a COUNTER CLOCK-WISE direction

* Go SLOW near other boats, rafts and
shore. You are responsible for your
wake.

= Take your time and give room - stay
100’ from shore, other boats and
rafts when you are travelling over
wake speed

in the
entire

Cove! Stay 100’

LGN T T NG wake zone
T’s buoys!

No

o
When pulling someone on skis or Stay 100’ from rafts,

towed rafts, all

boats and skiers No

Boat should
add to 100’ &
avoid swim area

Keep all skiers and
towed rafters 100’
from other boats,
piers & rafts

add the length of your tow
line to the 100’ clearance
rule

* There must be one USCG-
approved LIFE JACKET for
every person on board, as
well as one throwable device (seat S e
cushion, etc.), a horn, a fire extin- '
guisher, and a valid registration

* PWCs (Jet Skis) must stay 100° away from all boats and
other PWCs. Jet skis have many special rules — It is your
responsibility to know and OBEY the laws

* Be responsible for everyone on your boat — safety is NO ACCIDENT!
This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake
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Welcome to the 2020 printed Birch Barker! We hope everyone had a great winter, and that everyone is ready for an even
greater spring/summer! We urge you to use common sense and caution whenever you go out onto the lake, observe all the
rules and laws, and respect the rights of other boaters on our beautiful lake.

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

By J. Patrick McGann
am in my 10th week staying at home
Iduring this Covid-19 health crisis.
Like many of you these are difficult
and unusual times. My year as
Commodore may make me be remem-
bered as the Commodore that wasn’t.

As Memorial Day is normally the
start of the summer at Birch Lake, I'm
not sure we are even going to have much
of a summer around here. As Michigan
and Indiana are still in partial restric-
tions, we are wearing our masks,
Zooming, and social distancing ... we are
all just trying to keep ourselves and
each other safe.

Sailboat races will hopefully return
soon to feed our need to watch live sport-
ing events. So, I hope that many of you
will come out on your boats to enjoy our
local live sporting completions, or at
least watch the races with your binocu-
lars to get your fix for sports. You may
learn to enjoy it. Remember however, to
keep your boats off of the race course
and do not impede the sailboats in any
way. Pick out your favorite skipper or

boat and follow them as they weave
their way through the other boats to the
finish line. Could some of you who enjoy
a little wager now and then find enjoy-
ment here? JUST A THOUGHT if you
miss the Turtle Race betting.

However, many of our normal
events like the Spring Dinner, and now
the Commodore/Vice-Commodore party
have been canceled or delayed. Others
like the BLYC Board meeting(s) have
been or will be held on Zoom. All other
events will be scheduled and announced
on an individual basis. If you are a
Chair of any of these events this sum-
mer we ask that you contact me a couple
weeks in advance so I go over your
plans to safely handle the event with the
executive committee. Whereas, many of
our Birch Lake residents are in a high
risk category and now with the new chil-
dren’s deadly disease making inroads in
our society we want to do everything
possible to maintain the health and safe-
ty of our friends and neighbors.

Fireworks will still take place over
the Fourth of July weekend,and are now
scheduled for Friday, July 3. With all
the cancellations, we are checking to see
if we can change it back to the Fourth

2020

Birch Lake Calendar

2020 - TENTATIVE!
May 16, 2020 - BLYC Spring Dinner,
POSTPONED
June 12 - Ladies Luncheon and Fashion
Show, CANCELED
June 13 - Commodore/Vice Commodore
Party, BLYC, CANCELED
June 20, 2020 - Spaghetti Dinner, BLYC,
CANCELED
June 27 - Kids Party, BLYC, TBA
July 3 - Golden Glow Chicken Sale/Fund
Raiser for BLYC, 10 am - noon, Camp T
July TBA - Boat Parade, Fireworks, TBA
July 17 - Ladies Golf , Diamond Lake, more
info TBA
July 24 - Men’s Golf Outing, Pineview, 1:30
shotgun start, dinner to follow, more TBA
August 1 - Corn & Sausage Roast, TBA
AUGUST 1 - HOMEOWNERS Annual
meeting, following BLYC board meeting

BLYC Board of Directors’ Meetings, 9 am
June 6, July 1, August 1, September 5
To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone

mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.
To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680. To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call 574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.




— Birch Lake Notes —

since that is the Saturday. We will announce that when/if it
happens.

Our one and only BLYC Fundraiser this year is the
first-ever Nelson’s Golden Glow chicken sale. Tickets may be
reserved on the BLYC Website. Those are BBQed (which is
really healthy rotisserie) chicken halves that people love. We
will also be taking orders for Ribs and Potatoes. They can be
warmed up all weekend of frozen for later in the summer so
please be generous in your orders. Your orders must be made
by Friday June 19 at: chicken/bichlakeyachtclub.com. With
preorders being able to be picked up from 11 am to 1 pm at

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
Tip No 1: Keep the noise down ...
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We all get noisy once in a while, but please try to be con-
siderate of your neighbors, whether you are on a boat or
on land ... and please be mindful of the noise from pets,
kids, mowers, power washers and especially gunfire!

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell

Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

the circle at Camp T. Any orders that are not picked up, and
any extra orders may be purchased the day of the event from
1-3 pm or until we sell out. We encourage people to bring their
own containers to help save the earth. If anyone would be
able to help either all or part of these times please email me to
volunteer at Pat@McGannHay.com or call/text 574-532-5377
to sign up? Thank you!

Love the Lake.

~ JPM, Commodore

Slow Down signs

“Slow Down” signs were discussed at a recent
Homeowner’s Association meeting. Signs that would be simi-
lar to a political campaign sign would cost under $10, includ-
ing the wire stake to place it in your yard. Final image for the
sign has not been decided on but would remind drivers to slow
down when they travel around the lake. If you have any inter-
est in placing one (or more) of these signs in your yard please
contact Blair Garceau. Thank you. (269)476-9862 leave a
message or bgarceau@comcast.net

Birch Lake Yacht Club

FIREWORKS FUND

has starting for 2020’s
$10,250 GOAL

Please contribute now!

$10,250
. 1 Come on people
- ... we'vegota
lot of money
I to raise before
— next year’s
A fireworks can
1 happen!
May 18, 2020 == $3,118.00
Aug. 27,2019 $1,333.00
to donate use the form
for fireworks [[fNSM\\ in the back of
or any other raised this week’s
BLYC function \\\\ha Birch
or activity ... Barker

or contribute online at

http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/



— Birch Lake Notes —

2020 Dues Yacht Club will host a one-day event, Saturday, July 25. This
In the midst of everything that has been happening in our  will be an all-day event with sailors representing Diamond,
world, the spring dinner was canceled, therefore the dues Eagle, Birch, Corey and Indian Lakes. We are being asked to
forms were not mailed this year. Please use the dues form in try to get at least 5 boats from Birch to race. Bruce Cassady
the Barker to submit your donations or use the online store from Eagle Lake is helping coordinate the event and has
(store.birchlakeyachtclub.com) to pay your yacht club dues. offered to help transport boats to and from the regatta if you
Checks should be mailed to Deb Spratt, 18100 Farmington are concerned you don’t have an adequate trailer. Basically, he
Hills Dr. South Bend, IN 46637. and Barb Cassady (east side) will work to ensure every Birch
MC sailor who wants to race in this event will have the oppor-
Five-Lake Regatta planned tunity. Please email bcassady@holycrossvillage.com if you
Attention all MC Sailors! We have been invited to partici-  want to represent Birch at the regatta. Even if you are unde-
pate in a five-lake MC regatta this summer. Diamond Lake cided but are considering, please let me know. This should be

Welcome to Jaywalker PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

“qull.lﬂ

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305 | | alphagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

SLOW
DOWN

BIRCH LAKE HAS
NARROW ROADS, ‘

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,
A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



— Birch Lake Notes —

a great time and a wonderful way to be delivered every weekend through Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 49095.
help sharpen our racing skills. Labor Day at Birch Lake. Deadline for any given week is noon
~Barb Cassady To submit items to the Birch Barker  on Tuesday prior to the weekend.
or to buy a display or classified ad, email Display ad prices can be seen at http:/
The Printed Birch Barker your items to sailorphil@philvitale.com www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.
Welcome to the first printed Birch or onelinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or  htm; classified ads are free for members

Barker of 2020. The Birch Barker will deposit items) Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch and $5 for non-members.

BLYC FUNDRAISER FEATURING NELSON’S CHICKEN

Being the start of The Fourth of July Weekend it is a great way to stay out of the kitchen and enjoy the lake and
activities by letting Nelson’s feed your family and guests. Fireworks are the evening of July 3. There will be an assort-
ment of meats and potatoes. It can be reheated and served Saturday or Sunday or frozen and saved for later in the sum-
mer.

If you are not familiar with Nelson’s, ask a neighbor who lives in Northern Indiana. It is a Healthy BBQ rotis-
serie-style meat.

We ask that you preorder before noon on Friday, June 26. All preorders will need to be picked up between 11 am &
1 pm the day of the sale, July 3. If not picked up by 1 pm we will open the sale to drive by customers from 1-3 pm or
until all the food is gone. No refunds if you do not pick up your order by 1 pm. The pickup location will be The Camp T
circle on Harvey Street at the east curve. We will have signs out.

We will also be accepting donations to help Camp T through this Covid/Economic crisis so please be as generous as
you possibly can be to help out our beloved Camp T that is such a great part of the Birch Lake history. They need your
support this year more than ever before.

Place and pay for your order NOW online at the website: ChickenBirchLakeYachtClub.com before noon June 26.
There are no other sources to purchase tickets. There will some limited drive up orders available the day of the sale.

MENU ITEMS
Port-a-Pit Chicken Half $8 e,
Port-a-Pit Bone-in Pork Chop $8 A
BBQ Baby-Back Ribs $9

Pit-tatoes $5

We Are The Natural Choice =~ INNIE(A) LEA
For Shoreline Preservation ~ Complete Londlseape Cenvi

Fieldstone RipRap
4 Meisagesopriorpesening 30D @ SPRINKLERS ¢ PATIOS
| SEA WALLS  TREE SERVICE

Sample Cross-Section
Riprap

~  5%5462-0966

Deck Cleaning, Concrete Sealing, Exterior House Cleaning
Preserve your investment by having your deck cleaned, sealed and/or stained.

| SHORIIN

[ Sprinkler Turn-on & System Install
! We will turn on the water to your lawn irrigation system, adjust heads, make sure
all heads are working, program controller and give advice on proper cperation.

Call text o email loday for @ consultation and
assessment of your shoreline needs. We wil Tree & Hedge Trimming
hg{pyou understand the mwmm Consider having us professionally trim your ornamental trees & shrubs.

cost of any necessary
o s - — When Quality & Dependability Matter Most —
N Ew I l AF BeahbstalCeantp  Bavtin 8 ! o
SpingFalCleantp  Concrele Removal  MIRER
Custom Moving Treg/Shub Pruning |8
Comp,efe Lnndscupe Sorvices wnse Tk B

Sand & Topsol Deck Cleaning

Dowogioe, MI . Seed & Sod Power Washing
(269) 462 0966 Landscape Restoration ~ Professional Snow
o bt o lrebrdiond Retaining Wals Managemen
We Wil Pay The Permit Fee With A Signed Contract
New Leat Landscapes Serving Michiana! Specializing in Fieldstone Seawalls,

Facebook: New Leaf Landscapes, Sod & Sprinklers * Email: newleafofswmich@gmail.com
Google: New Leaf Landscapes of Southwest Michigan
Owner/Operator: Bill Personette il

Fire Pits & Flagstone Patios




Memorial Day Regatta canceled

By BILL LUECHT

elcome back sailors! It’s been a
strange and unique spring.
Due to Covid-19 issues and

Social Distancing orders, many of us do
not and will not have our boats ready to
sail Memorial Day weekend. The deci-
sion has been made not to have a regat-
ta. That does not mean you can’t get out
and sail, it simply means there will be
no marks set, committee boat or scoring.
Don’t worry, there is a lot of sailing sea-
son ahead, and we will get as many
races in as we possibly can. Have a safe
weekend and enjoy our beautiful lake.

JE]“. 9‘;_ j}:ﬂ:ﬂ_w
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Competitive sailors are *ﬁﬁ"

own umpires. If we want our
sport to stay healthy and
enjoyable, every one of us ﬁﬁﬁ'
interest in taking a penalty wbpﬁ‘
we ourselves break a rule and
protesting when someone else
does and fails to take a penalty.

Otherwise, anarchy ensues.

Sail on.
~Fleet Captain Bill

(and his official ghostwriter, BP)

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY
AT BIRCH LAKE,
and ON SAILING DAYS races start at 11 am!

PLEASE GIVE ’EM A BREAK,

and

STAY CLEAR OF THE COURSE

Sale Weth Susce! T;E[Eﬁ
Your Waterfrout-Specialict — 2 \

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

SUSIE TUCKER

REALTY
574-320-6697 cen

269-641-5775 Office Zillow

_________

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

sus:e@sus:etucken 5 74-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.

5-STAR AGENT




— Water Quality Report —
CLMP report available

s they often are at this time of
A year, currently lake water levels
re high. Please bear in mind
the extra damages that can be done
by wakes under these circumstances.
Thank you.

As you are probably aware, Birch
Lake is a member of the Michigan Lakes
and Streams Association. Through that
organization we participate, along with
hundreds of Michigan lakes, in a testing
program through the Cooperative Lakes
Monitoring Program. This is a State
funded group and testing program using
volunteers from each participating lake.
The data collected provides a major
statewide database on what is happen-
ing in Michigan’s lakes as well as the
yearly snapshot regarding our lake in
particular. Thus, we test for phospho-
rous in the spring and late summer (a
primary nutrient in the lake), chloro-
phyll on a monthly basis (an indicator
of algal growth), rate of loss of dissolved
oxygen in the water column (also a
measure of lake productivity and ability
to sustain life), and water clarity on a
weekly basis. The phosphorous, chloro-
phyll, and water clarity measurements
make up what is called our trophic index
(T'SI), which is really a measure of the
aging of the lake. Aging will occur, but
we want it to occur as slowly as possible
so as to maintain a body of water that is
great for living on as well as playing in,
however we choose to do so. (Swim, boat,
fish, kayak, etc.)

The monitoring program has two
other formats for areas worth of study
on an occasional basis: an exotic plant
watch component and a shoreline de-
velopment component. We participated
in the exotic plant watch a few years
ago, but more importantly have the lake
evaluated each year for invasive species
as part of our Eurasian milfoil program
by outside professionals. Currently we
only have Eurasian milfoil, curly leaf
pondweed, and purple loosestrife. (The
milfoil is treated annually. The curly leaf
pondweed has not been a problem need-
ing to be dealt with. Late each summer,
Bruce Wagner and crew locate, and then
manually pull, all the purple loosestrife
along our shoreline. We are however on
the watch for especially starry stonewort,
an invasive in nearby lakes and very
difficult to deal with, in addition to other
exotics which are making their way
into Michigan’s waters.) We did receive
a rather poor rating on our Score the
Shore analysis performed in 2017. This
is somewhat understandable due to the
amount of development on our lake.

We would like for you to actually
look up and read the CLMP report. It
is in an educational format and pro-
vides not only the data for 2019 but a
retrospective of the last number of years
for comparison. A good way to find the
report is to go to mymlsa.org and click on

the MiCorps Cooperative Lake Moni-
toring Program box. From here scroll
down to Featured Content and then go
to Individual Lake Reports where you
can find the information for Birch Lake
in the Cass County section. (You can
similarly look up any other lake that has
participated in the State of Michigan.)
Our lake’s testing program for 2019
demonstrated an improvement in each of
the TSI criteria from the results of 2018’s
testing and even a slight improvement
overall from the positive results of 2017’s
testing.

(It should be noted that the results
for 2016 were also, like 2018’s, not so
favorable. So maybe we are just witness-
ing a pattern.)

As a result of the 2019’s improved
scores our overall T'SI score for now
has moved off the bubble — between the
highest quality (oligotrophic) and the
combination of the highest and second
highest quality (mesotrophic) lakes and
more clearly into the highest quality lake
category (oligotrophic) alone.

Although everything is subject to
change, we presently are in a very good
status. Let’s hope the positive trend
continues and our status improves even
more in the future.
All of our actions, or
lack thereof, contrib-
ute to our success.

One note at this
time is that the reduc-
tion in clarity of the
lake as the summer
ensues is not much
of a function of algal
growth. Algal growth
does occur, but a good
deal of clarity loss is
probably due to the
precipitation of calci-
um carbonates (marl)
with the warming
water. We get a gray-
ish rather than really
greenish water.

The quality of our
water is a function of
what washes into it.
Particularly during
periods of rains and
storms, if anything
is around the lake it
will get into the lake.
Please do not make
runoff easier to get to
the lake. Plant native
deep-rooted barriers
by the shoreline.

Also, pick up animal
waste and ashes from
any burning you do
on the road or near
the lake.

Thank you.

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065

269-423-611

THE “SIX COMMANDMENTS OF BIRCH
LAKE WATER QUALITY”
I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of
Aquatic Invasive Species (AlS).
Il. Thou shalt minimize surface
runoff.
lll. Thou shalt minimize the effects of
waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand
Natural Shorelines.

V. Thou shalt not allow phospho-
rus, nutrients, and other undesirable
chemical elements to enter our lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and

active about other Water Quality
issues

APOLLOMARINE

APOLLO | Ve
MARINE

Pontoon
Boats!

We
service
all lakes!
Just a
phone

call
1-888-BOAT BK:1£:)'4




— Barker Kids of the Week —

I'm still giving masks to neighbors and
friends! Contact me on messenger if you
have a need for one! 574-596-6614

P

/

v VAR L el ek R T e
Scout Waxman (east side) and Benji Slabaugh Curtis (east

side) along with their human friend, Good Patti Russwurm
(north side).

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

atftorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com

< 3
4 ——-) A > ,\@‘:“ Normally Open
K/ o W‘ 7 days/wk
Vep Awv STRN 11 am to Midnight
Carry Outs available
RIVERSIDE i 69608 Sunset Bivd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

CHURGCH B cucesiee o rcwicon ZIMMY’S TAVERN
' (269) 641-5317
http:/mww.zimmystavern.com
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— Barker Kids of the Week —

Congratulations to Austin Witchie (east
side)!! He graduated from IUPU Indy with a
Major in Mechanical Engineering Technol-
ogy from Purdue University and a Minor in
Design from Indiana University.

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid
of the Week? Want your dog to be a
Dog of the Week? Want your lawnmow-
er to be the Lawnmower of the Week?
Just mail your photo (with a SASE if
you want the photo(s) back) to Birch
Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI
49095; put them in a ziplock and stick
them in the stone mailbox at my home
(east side), or email them to me at
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

&
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In the time of pandemic, most people who are still working are working from home ... which means we’ve had to make chang-
es in our living situation and set up a place where we can work. We’re encouraging people to send in photos of their at-home
workstations so we can share them with our neighbors. This is the at-home work station of our Vice Commodore Dr. Dan
Waxman. To submit a photo of your workstation send it to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com or onelinebarker@gmail.com ...
be sure to let me know where you live and what kind of work you do.



YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - This week
you continue your focus on money, earnings, pos-
sessions and your assets in general. This is
because despite the fact that you're an adventurous
warrior, you are always concemed about your secu-
rity, which is a good thing. When you get down to
basics, the most important thing to know is where
your bed is at night. Enjoy a chance to reconnect
with siblings, relatives and neighbors because this
will give you a warm feeling in your tummy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - This contin-
ues to be a powerful time for you. This is nothing to
be dismissed. Meanwhile, two planets are in your
Money House. It looks like you might decide to pur-
chase something beautiful that you have been think-
ing about for a while. Some of you will also have a
chance in the near future to explore travel that was
delayed or postponed. Looking good!

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - Until later
this month, you will continue to be low profile and
stay in the wings. You're happy working alone or
behind the scenes; but you're no shrinking violet
because your ruler Mercury (plus Venus) are both in
your sign now, making you talkative and sociable -
even charming. Meanwhile, Mars is moving to the
top of your chart, arousing your ambition! Therefore,
act on your aroused ambition. Get something done
that matters.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You are
warm, emotional, nurturing person. And lately, you
have a stronger than usual desire to reach out and
contact with friends or members of groups. Act on
your instinct to talk to others whether in person, by
phone, online, Facebook or zooming. Maybe you
need to nurture? Maybe you need to comfort some-
one? You like to be needed. Some of you might be
in contact with a secret love from your past. Enrich
your involvement with others because as much as
you need to be in contact with them - they will feel
happy and gratified to be in contact with you.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Enjoy the Sun at
the top of your chart. (This happens only once a
year for four weeks.) It's a blessing because it cre-
ates an illusion whereby others see you in flattering
terms! They do not see your failings or flaws. Quite
the opposite. They admire your talents! This means
you don't have to work to live up to anyone’s expec-
tations because from their point of view, you have
already succeeded. o after what you want because
doors will open for you because you look like suc-
cess waiting to happen.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You are a fact
junkie. In some ways, you have enjoyed the last few
weeks because there’s been so much buzz about
so many things - so many opinions - so many
insane ideas - jaw-dropping events and the adven-
tures of coping with a new way of being. The only
downside is that you will be easily annoyed with
partners and close friends. If you express your criti-
cism - things will get worse. Consider this a personal
challenge for cultivating patience, which is a virtue.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Good news!
While some of you are busy with essential jobs, and
others have their hands full with kids and homes-
chooling; nevertheless, many of you are schlepping
around home in your robe while in isolation. And
even though you are such a social sign, you find it
easy to lay around for three days doing nothing. Not
only will you be busy, efficient and productive, you
will strive to get better organized in every aspect of
your life.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - You must
deal with your low-energy factor for about 10 more
days, and then it will disappear and you will rise like
a phoenix from the ashes. Oh yes. In fact, your cre-
ative urges are starting to percolate, which means
that until about mid-June, you'll want to express your
creative talents! You will also want to explore sports
in any way possible. You will also find it rewarding to
be in contact with relatives, siblings and neighbors.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - For
the next 10 days, your energy to work hard and get
better organized will continue. Do be aware that this
week, a new kind of increased activity and chaos
appear on the home front. Visiting relatives or resi-
dential moves or repairs or renovations will suddenly
make demands on your time and your patience.
This unexpected activity might also create tension
with family members. Fortunately, you will handle
this with aplomb.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This
lighter, fun-loving, more playful time continues, which
is great for you. This same influence makes it easier
for you to relate to kids and romantic partners.
Meanwhile, you are blessed as well. Nevertheless, a
subtle shift begins this week. Mars will encourage
conflicts because you will be opinionated! It makes
you want to “sell” your ideas to everyone. Lighten
up. But you will be productive doing mental work.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Home,
family and your private life continue to be your focus.
This influence, which has been at play for almost a
month, has helped many of you who are working at
home. It's been easier for you to accept the “confine-
ment.” Starting this week, a new influence will creep
into your life that makes you want to work harder
than ever to eam money. And for many, this same
influence will make you want to spend money,
because you feel that what you own represents your
personal worth. Don't go crazy with this impulse .

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - It's been
frustrating in some ways for you if you have been
confined at home because in the last month, you've
been more restless than usual. You want to get out
and about. You want to interact with others and ide-
ally, you want to travel or take short trips - all of
which might be impossible. Beginning this week,
your energy boosts. It will make you work hard to
further your own interests and assert yourself with
others.

Birch Lake Environmental Data
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Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.063
2.6 days since new moon

Sunrise: 12:36 AM
Sunset: 21:06:19 PM
Moonrise: 07:36:37 AM
Moonset: 23:13:03 PM
Daylight: 14 Hr 53 Min 42 Sec




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

A wife, balng the romantic
sort, sent her husband a i@ . "
text: “If you are sleaping, Vu "'
send me your dreams. If P g
you are laughing, send me b k .
your smile. If you are eating, CIC "l
send me a bite. If you are
drinking send me a sip. If my duv
you are crylng, send me ’
your tears. | love you!”
The husband, typlcally non-

romantic, replled: “I am on
the tollet. Please advise.”

sthngo*dayl‘-!.j out, eyes swollen, nose

| found a hat red)...| can't see you

anymore... | am not
I °f money. going to let you hurt

ﬂion Iwas ~ melike this againl

My doctor said now that I'm older
| need to mstall a har in the shﬂwer
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Family and friends love this dish

Crock Pot Mississippi Crack
Chicken Sandwiches
Crock Pot Mississippi Crack Chicken Sandwiches
are a creamy twist on the classic Mississippi Roast
that couldn’t be simpler to prepare.

Prep Time3 mins

Cook Time 4 hrs

Total Time 4 hrs 3 mins
Servings: 12

Calories: 375 cal

Ingredients

*3 Ibs chicken breast

(can substitute other chicken meat)

*8 0z cream cheese

*1/2 stick unsalted butter

*1 oz ranch seasoning packet

*1 1/4 oz au jus dry mix packet .

*1/3 cup sliced pepperoncinis (plus more for serving)
For Serving

*12 hamburger buns

Instructions

Place chicken into the slow cooker and top with cream cheese, butter, ranch and au jus seasoning and pepperoncinis.
Cook on high for 4 hours, or until chicken is tender and easily shredded. (Alternatively, cook on low 6-8 hours)

Shred chicken and fully incorporate with other ingredients.

Serve on hamburger buns with additional pepperoncinis.

0’Donnell’s Docks 1ic

AN

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Prme Property are

i Francs
313 Norh Ofegle St
-Cassonals, M 4803

1269) 591 S

Sales and service of all

* Nowing ' HBOQes
12007 160  dones n‘n " g * Gy Ceeni
96-244-1446 ,
 SyingFalCean P+ RookMch o

Sewing you f‘” major docks, boatlifts and
ouen 20 yeans!  water front accessories.

For an online quote, go fo

gavancisgroketmalcom




— Camp Tannadoonah —
June camp sessions canceled

ear Camp Families,
Following two months of consid-

eration, we have decided to cancel

all June sessions of overnight camp at
Camp Tannadoonah. This includes Ses-
sion 1, Session 2, CIT 1A, Super Week,
and Mini Week. We remain hopeful that
we will be able to have a July 5 start to
overnight programs at camp, but a final
decision has not yet been made.

We are planning to offer a licensed
childcare / day camp program at camp
during the month of June, and possibly

we can contact you.

-
=S

CAMP TANNADOONAH

BIRCH LAKE

http:/tannadoonah.org

beginning in May if there is a need.
If you are interested in this program,
please fill out a brief day camp survey so

Please know that this decision
was not made lightly. The health and
safety of staff and the youth and fami-
lies we serve is always our first priority.
We have been consulting guidelines
from the American Camp Association
(ACA), the Centers for Disease Control
& Prevention (CDC), State of Michigan
licensing (LARA), and the local health

department. Given
current social
distancing guide-
lines, it’s clear
we are unable to
realistically start in
June. In the coming
days, we anticipate
information from
the CDC, American
Camp Association,
and the State of
Michigan to guide
us on decisions for
July and August
camp sessions — we
will announce these
plans by June 5 or
earlier.

The decision

to cancel all of our June sessions, as well
as the cancellation of all of our spring
programs does unfortunately have a
financial impact. If you wish to make a
donation to help us during this time, we
would gratefully accept contributions
to support camp so that we can remain
sustainable through this crisis and for
many more years to come.
Contribute to Support
Camp Tannadoonah

We've prepared a Q&A page that
will answer the questions we anticipate
parents, campers, alumni and friends of
camp may have, and others as they come
up. Thank you for your support and pa-
tience as we try to navigate this difficult
situation.

Amber Grundy, Ph.D.
CEQ, Camp Fire River Bend
amber@riverbendcampfire.org
574-387-6095

Adam Lucassian
Camp Tannadoonah Camp Director
adam@riverbendcampfire.org

Sharon Hayward
Chair, Board of Directors of Camp Fire
River Bend
sharon.hayward@riverbendcampfire.org

Dynamic
+ Creative
+ Aggressive

1T OF

10 BEST®

REAL ESTATE

REAL EST

2017, 2018, 2019 MLS Diamond Award Winner
2017, 2018, 2019 Chairmans Club

= Results

Real effort. Real results.

Cressy

&Everett1

REAL ESTATE
Above. And Beyond.

Dennis Bamber REALTOR®
Cell,574.532.3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com

701 Spruce Street ¢ Dowagiac, Ml 49047
RSP
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE SERVICES Check out renting the most inexpensive
10’ Aluminum and Vinyl Bunks with | do sewing and mending at fair pric- but cutest and best-located rental in The
Hardware, From Craftlander, #MH3512. es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; Villages, Florida at ourhomed4rent.
List $360 each, Set of 2 for $200. Free call Kathy at 476-9317 com/cjp
delivery on the lake. Call Tom Rogers at
476-2383. If you are in need of yard work this Home in The Villages in Florida, 3 bed-

summer (weeding, mowing, flower care, room, 2 bath. Please email me by clicking

Four vinyl Adirondack chairs for etc.), please contact Claire Brovold (west  here, Kate, if you are interested in our
sale, yellow, white, green, blue. $60 each side) at 1(574) 323-3683. home for weekly or monthly rates.
or 4 for $200. See at Vitale’s house (east
side), call 476-1680, email onlinebarker@ FOR RENT

gmail.com. Interested in a unique, fun vacation?

, CLASSIFIED
CHIMNEY B ; ADVERTISING
CHIMNEY CLEANING
CHIMNEY RELINING Classified ads
CHIMNEY in the Birch
CERTIFICATIONS Barker are
CHIMNEY REPAIRS free to BLYC
members, $5
DRYER VENT CLEANING for ev eryone
else. Send
Sokigibhiy DEREK POLSTON your ads to me
“OVER30 YEARS . : .
OF EXPERIENCE (574) S14-4831 at :‘33!|0I‘phl|@
www.chimneyswiftchimneysweeps.com philvitale.com

Talk With A Live Person

- ADVANTAGE PLuMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

N 269-687-7192 ks, wi
h \@ v@m 'ft.':n 866'751 '1 470 Toll Free

g| M‘[‘ Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net




BLYC Officers and Directors

2018/19 BLYC Officers
Pat McGann (E), Commodore

574-532-5377 ......ccovvvueen. pat@mcgannhay.com

Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680......... dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain........ 476-2843
wal303@sbcglobal.net

2018 BLYC Directors

P. Com. Angela Bergan (E) .... berganfsu@aol.com
561-603-5522

Greg Bolin (W).....coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeee 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).....cccoveveveeeeeeereeeene 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........ccccccceenenne 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S)....ccoveeueeenenennieieeeeeenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau........c.cocoveeceecnineneeennee. 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) .....cococeerenrerrrneenecne. 574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......cccoeoeoennnnneciccrnens 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N)......cccorvmreeincecnenennns 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErS (C) ....ovveeveueeeinineniririeecircnn 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N).......ccoveueeeininneninnenes 476-2407

paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E).......cocoevervrrreeeicccnenenns 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)......cocoveeernininicceeinenenene 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ....coooveveeerrrrereneenes 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E)........cccoevunninieererrrrerenes 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvvereeeeeirrrereneneeeenns 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY AND

HOMEOWNERS COMMITTEE
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Y

Birch Lake

. Michigan
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BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

THE YEAR’S OVER!
It’s time to pay your 2020 dues!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Total contribution:

Address

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

Harvey

St b ¥

Cass County
Porter Township
(See County Highway Map)
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(County operstud)
7114/2018

There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




we've ot You Covered!

® Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

® Motorized Solar Screens
® Boat Covers and Tops
® Canvas Repair

® Aluminum Awnings

NUIMAGE. »

wningsium Awnings

Where Fashion Meets Furnction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawning



